
Order of Worship
 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 
 

An Open & Affirming congregation passionate about peace from all walks of life 

You are encouraged to read the words in Bold print. 
 

Gathering In Peace 
Prelude “Draw Us In The Spirit's Tether”        arr. James Biery  

                Vlada Volkova-Moran, Organist  
Sounding of the Bell 

Greetings and Welcome 

Sung Response  

From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise Alleluia, 
Alleluia! Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through every land, by every tongue. 
alleluia, alleluia,  alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Call to Worship  
We shout for joy  
to God who rides upon the clouds!  

We sing praises to our awe-inspiring God,  
before whom the earth quakes,  
and whose abundant blessings provide for all in need! 

God is Sovereign over the earth,  
Defender of the defenseless, and Parent to orphans;  

God creates families for those who are alone. 
God leads captives to freedom  
and breaks the yoke of oppression.  

God goes forth before the people, 
marching through the wilderness of their lives,  
bringing forth restoration and justice. 
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Sing praise to God,  
Rider of the ancient skies,  
who dwells in holiness. 

Proclaim the power of God! 
O God, how awesome you are in your sanctuary!  
You give power and strength to your people. 

Let us worship God! 
 
A Time for Reflection & Return  

We celebrate the gifts of God’s Spirit. God has not fed us a diet of shame or 
shrinking, but given us the milk of truth and has made us strong. God calls us to take 
up the mantle of justice and to follow wherever faith leads us. God fills us with 
strength and hope, and invites us to share in the cost and joys of discipleship. 

Choral Anthem “Ndikhokhele”  
 

Embodying Gospel 
Celebration of Giving & Offering of Gifts  

Refrain in Preparation for the Word  

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Sharing the Ancient Story John 17:1-11 NRSV 

After Jesus said this, he looked up to heaven and said, “Abba, the hour has come! 
Glorify your Only Begotten that I may glorify you, through the authority you’ve 
given me over all humankind, by bestowing eternal life on all those you gave me. 
And this is eternal life: to know you, the only true God, and the one you have sent, 
Jesus, the Messiah. 

I have given you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. Now, Abba 
God, glorify me with your own glory, the glory I had with you before the world 
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began. 

”I have manifested your Name to those you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me; and now they have kept your word. Now they 
know that everything you’ve entrusted to me does indeed come from you. 

I entrusted to them the message you entrusted to me, and they have received it. 
They know that I really came from you; they believe it was you who sent me. And it’s 
for them that I pray - not for the world, but for these you’ve given me - for they are 
really yours, just as all that belongs to me is yours, and all that belongs to you is 
mine.  It is in them that I have been glorified. I am in the world no more, but while I 
am coming to you, they are still in the world. Abba, holy God, protect those whom 
you have given me with your Name - the Name that you gave me - that they may be 
one, even as we are one.  

Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the church today:  
Thanks be to God for sacred story and holy word!  

Meditation on the Word          Rev. Damien J. Lake 

Choral Anthem “Anthem of Peace”  

One Body, One Spirit  
Invitation to The Beautiful Feast  

(We invite you to prepare a table with bread/crackers and wine/juice. Pastor Damien 
will invite you to join him to take and eat/drink.) 

Gathering in Love ”Gather Here in the Mystery of this Hour”  

Gathered here in the mystery of this hour, gathered here in one strong body, 
gathered here in the struggle and the power, Spirit draw near.  

Sharing the Beautiful Feast 

A Time for Prayer 
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Covenant of Faith 

We covenant with God and with each other: 
to walk together in all God’s ways 
as the Holy is revealed to us; 
to give ourselves freely and without reserve 
to Jesus’ ministry in this church; 
to celebrate through worship God’s 
amazing gifts of unity and diversity; 
to take up Christ’s mission around the world, 
striving for justice and peace; 
to care for the earth and all her creatures, 
reconciling ourselves to them in love; 
for God gives immeasurable grace 
into all life and every life. Amen! 

 
Organ Postlude “Hymn to Joy”             arr. Albert Travis 

      Vlada Volkova-Moran, Organist 
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