
Order of Worship 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 29, 2020 

 

An Open & Affirming congregation passionate about peace from all walks of life. 

WiFi Password: Prayer900 
 

* You are invited to rise in body or spirit where you see an asterisk in the bulletin 
You are encouraged to read the words in Bold print. 
 

Prelude Vlada Moran-Pianist 

Sounding of the Bell 

Greetings and Welcome 

Sharing Signs of Peace  
(No matter where you are in the world we welcome you to this online worship 
experience. We encourage you to say hi in the comments to one another and to 
celebrate the blessings that come from being together during this time.) 
 

Call to Worship  

The prophet asks: Can our soul-weary bones live again? 
O God, you know! 

We ask: Can we dance again after mourning, loss and grief? 
O God, you know! 

The gift is sure and unmistakable. 
God’s breath poured out as new life for weary souls! 

Let us celebrate the gift of God’s new life, 
and come to worship God in laughter and dance. 

*Gathering Song “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” No. 286 
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Refrain:  

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 
spirit , spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 
You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,  
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
And over the eons you called to each thing,  
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings” 

 
Refrain: 

 
You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 
and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
When they were confounded by their idols and lies, 
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 

 
Refrain 
 
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 
from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams; 
Our people see visions, our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions your people arise. 

 
Refrain 

 
*Prayer in the Spirit of Jesus  

Earth-Maker, Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all,  
Loving God in whom is Heaven:  
 
May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe. 
May your Heavenly will be done by all creatures great and small. 
And may your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope  
and come on earth. 
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With the bread we need this day, feed us. 
For the hurt we inflict on one another, forgive us. 
Through times of temptation, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love. 
Amen.  

 

Special Music “Out of the Depths” arr. Handel 
 
A Poem of Reflection for COVID-19  

What if you thought of it 
as Jews consider the Sabbath— 
the most sacred of times? 
Cease from travel. 
Cease from buying and selling. 
Give up, just for now, 
on trying to make the world 
different than it is. 
Sing. Pray. Touch only those 
to whom you commit your life. 
Center down. 
And when your body has become still, 
reach out with your heart. 
Know that we are connected 
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 
(You could hardly deny it now.) 
Know that our lives 
are in one another’s hands. 
(Surely, that has come clear.) 
Do not reach out your hands. 
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Reach out your heart. 
Reach out your words. 
Reach out all the tendrils 
of compassion that move, invisibly, 
where we cannot touch. 
Promise this world your love-- 
for better or for worse, 
in sickness and in health, 
so long as we all shall live. 
 
—Rev. Dr. Lynn Ungar  
(Unitarian Universalist) 
Written 3/11/20 

Sung Response  
(The soloist sings the refrain once; all respond twice through.) 

Ky - ri -  e e - le - i - son, Ky - ri -  e e - le - i - son, 
Ky - ri -  e e - le - i - son, Ky - ri -  e e - le - i - son. 
(Lord, have mercy, have mercy, O, Lord.) 

Celebration of Giving & Offering of Gifts  
 

*Sharing the Ancient Story John 11:1-45 NRSV  
(All people are invited to remain standing, as you are able for the reading) 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; 

rather it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus, after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he 
was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, 
‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples 
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said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?’ Jesus answered, 
‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of 
this world. But those who walk at night 
stumble, because the light is not in 
them.’ After saying this, he told them, 
‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.’ 
The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his 
death, but they thought that he was 
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus 
told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For 
your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.’ Thomas, who was called the 
Twin,said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away,and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said 
to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. But even 
now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to 

her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 
Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back 
and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.’ And when she heard it, 
she got up quickly and went to him. 
Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him.The Jews who 
were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ 
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have 
you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, 
come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So 
the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 
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But some of them said, ‘Could not he 
who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and the 
stone was lying against it. Jesus said, 
‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, already there is a stench because 
he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, 
I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said 

this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.’ When he had said this, he 
cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 
out!’ The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and 
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had 
come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

 

Friends, hear what the Spirit is saying to the church today:  
Thanks be to God for sacred story and holy word!  

Musical Reflection “Wonderful Love”  
 

Prayers of the Beloved Community 

Pastoral Prayer       Rev. Damien J. Lake 

*Song for Disciples “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” No. 25 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home; 
Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch ends the night before the rising sun. 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
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Still be our God while troubles last, and our eternal home! 

*Covenant of Faith 

We covenant with God and with each other: 
to walk together in all God’s ways 
as the Holy is revealed to us; 
to give ourselves freely and without reserve 
to Jesus’ ministry in this church; 
to celebrate through worship God’s 
amazing gifts of unity and diversity; 
to take up Christ’s mission around the world, 
striving for justice and peace; 
to care for the earth and all her creatures, 
reconciling ourselves to them in love; 
for God gives immeasurable grace 
into all life and every life. Amen! 

 

Postlude Vlada Moran-Pianist 
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